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Abstracts and Keywords of Major Articles

From the “Immigrant Stories” to Regional Identity: The Formation of the

Ming-Qing States ( by ZHAO Shi-yu)

Abstract: There have been heated discussions around the topic of identity in different disciplines in re—
cent years. Concerning the study of history particular attention has been paid to the discussion on “new Histo—
ry of the Qing Dynasty” as well as the dispute on the special issue of James Watson in the America-based
Modern China which are directly related to the stress on the diversification and the inquiries into the mecha—
nism of unification in the China studies at home and aboard. The immigrant stories could be a break through
point for the discussion on the regional identity. They were important representation of the development of re—
gional identity namely the formation of Ming-Qing states from the 16" to 18" centuries. However both the
discussion on identity and the analysis of the formation of Ming-Qing states should be put in a concrete histori—
cal context and a spatiotemporal process.

Keywords: immigrant stories regional identity formation of Ming-Qing States new History of the Qing
Dynasty special issue of James Watson

OKAKURA Tenshin’s Theory of the Differences and Similarities between

Northern and Southern China ( by MURATA Yujiro)

Abstract: As a thinker and a founder of the history of art in modern Japan OKAKURA Tenshin( 1863—
1913) traveled to China four times in his life and wrote a lot about China. In his unique and pioneering theory
of the differences and similarities between northern and southern China he compared China with Europe and
considered that China is the integration of diverse political groups. Even today his particular analyses of the
diversity of China’s geography and space will provide many important clues for us to rethink the historical and
culture momentum that has molded “China”.

Keywords: OKAKURA Tenshin NAITO Konan the differences and similarities between northern and
southern China the view of China in modern Japan travel notes about China Chinese art The Awakening of
the Oriental The Tea Book historical study in Japan

The Transformation of the Concept of the “Northwest” since the Ming and

Qing Dynasties ( by YOSHIZAWA Seiichiro)

Abstract: The word “northwest” in the discussions on the water conservancy in the Ming and Qing Dy—
nasties referred to the northern section of the Grand Canal including Beijing sometimes. In the second half of
the 19" century the bureaucrats in the Qing Dynasty called the regions of Shangxi Gansu and Xinjiang
“northwest” in coping with the rebellions of Muslims and the issue of Yili. The word “northwest” hadnt be-
come a name of an internal region in China until the early 20" century. The expression of “our northwest” in
the articles in the journal of The Voice of the Xia( Xia Sheng) tells us that it was based on the formation of
China’s consciousness of national territory and maturity of regional identity in each province that the new mean—
ing as a region in addition to its original meaning as a direction appeared. After the revocation of the large
“northwest” administrative region in 1954 the word “northwest” remains to refer to a geographical region.

Keywords: northwest water conservancy in northwest The Voice of the Xia the idea of developing
the northwest

“Local Gentry” and “Roaming Scholars”: Scholar-bureaucrat Elites be—
tween the Local and the State from Late Qing Dynasty to Early Republic of
China ( by XU Jidin)

Abstract: From the West Zhou Dynasty to the Qing Dynasty China had experienced three different polit—
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